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-Central Intelligence Agency s
[‘now passing through another

;more’ scrious - than  the one jt
jsurvived after the Cubap
| Plgs fiasco in 1961, - ,
“f..On that roccasion President
Kennedy had no choice but to
L accept full responsibility,
7 The agency's present problem
Is how to defend itself “agaiiist
charges that jtg operatives at.
T tempted to ‘‘brihe” Premier Lee
Kuan Yew of Singapore in 1960
{ without ' stripping . the secrecy
_Cover off an Asian operation that
15 still going forward, .
Offer Is Denieq - oL
{‘ “Premier Lee hag made the
i CIA's problems trebly difficult

{ by hints that agents who .ap-
F.preached: him, during the lasi

Bay of

2
o
1

{ tration were attempting to cover
Lup their extra-curricular actjvi-
“ates Ya Ja James Bond,’* -

!’ éWhen the State Depariment
d i

I
. ‘Premier Lee read ga
; .
P' Secretary of State, Rusk admit-
- ting the “bribery” attempt and
f_ anologizing for it. The State De-
j-partment then ‘confirmed that

¢;Such a letter was sent to Prem-

Fder Lee, and Jet the matter g0
ki at that, S
L But at least - two Influential

| members of Congress who have
{;supported eatlier moves to put
. the CIA under a. *watchdog com.
[‘mittee" are less inclined to Jet

" the matter drop, _ ‘
‘;‘Agcncy Has New Head . -,

{* They are Rep. Zablocki -(D.,
I Wis.) &' senjor member'. of the
House. oreign Affairs Commit.
tee, and Rep, Hardy (D., 'Va,)

gommxttee. R
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. period of jeopardy in some ways||
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Singapore Premier's Charge\
Poses Serious Threatto C /A
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d Bribery A'ttempt

o OW 10T two reasons:i
A new man, retired ® Adjral!,
Villiam F. Rabord Jr.,. hépdgt | o T S
he CIA and he is relatively unsy | T A R
ested .dn the perennial strtuggley |- e - ‘

#f the agency to avojd cgngres-'

fional intrusion in its affairs, b
nd  President Johnson" has
lever been through such a'strug-

Any defense of the CIA in the
Mngapore matter is complicated
‘i, some tricky questions about
hy Premier Lee chose late 1965
6[;iredge up an incideng.from
HA Says Nothing

he “superficial story out of !
Sfhgapore is that Premier Lee, ;
thbn a key native figure in thep
Slhgapore government,; caught
It CIA trying to penetrate his:
i lligence apparatus and that{
tie CIA offered him $3 million
'| eep quiet about theatiempt, \

i his helated disclosure of thel o
infldent’ (which, on the surface, | -
wdhld'not be considered unusual
in [ptelligence opcrations),_Prpm-
ied|Lee coupled his blast ‘at the
U.IB. with a .declaration that he
doghn’t want any America “in-1
terflst” in Singapore, This im-y |
CIA still main. N B
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© THis Is neither confirmed norl e
derffed by the CIA, =, = . [ |

Avdld Agcpuniability o
Bift there is evidence that the :

ageficy is “in contact” with the

keyllnembers of the Appropria-;

tionfl and Armed- Service Cam-}'
mittg

es on<Capitol Hill that look
aftef] CIA interests on a strictly
conflfiential basis, ]

‘Thre have been. attemplts infi - .
the st.to “make. the CIA’ 8Ge ! _
counthble'’ for-'ils-e‘xpenditux‘es; N

. . - L e

o alfpecial congressional com.|i

mlttds; but congressional elders|: .
and fhe White- House: have con-ff . |- - .
trivedl to  h m A R T
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